

CLEAN VERSION OF THE AMENDED CLAIMS 
October 17, 2002 \ 
IN THE CLAIMS : \ 

Please cancel claims 6, 26-37, 41-43, and 45-46\ 
Please amend claims 1, 7, 9, 18, 44 and 47 as 

follows : 

(Twice Trended) A mower head comprising: 

deck having at least three sides and at least 
one side wa^l depending from said deck; 

atx least one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
an axis extending through said deck, said 
osed above and generally parallel to said 



said deck o 
deck being 
blade; and 



^ard assembly comprising: 

Lctuating member mounted on said deck, 
10 I \a guard attached to said actuating member 

and pivotally ^^tached to said deck via a hinge which is 
mounted to two ot said at least three sides and extends at 
an obtuse angle in relation to two of said at least three 
sides of said deck, and 
15 a \ flap depending from said guard and 

movable in relatiion to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a planle spaced from a plane of said guard. 




7. (Twice Aft\el^ed) The mower head of claim 1 

wherein said actu^-^fefej^ member is mounted on said deck at 
a location spaced fiom said hinge. 



(Twice Amehded) A mower head comprising: 

a deck havirV^N^t least three sides; 
at least of^ 'cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axisU extending through said deck, said 
deck being disposed aoove and generally parallel to said 
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blade; and 

a g\\ard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
a hinge extending between and mounted to 
two of said atlt^st three sides of said deck at an angle 
with respect^ to\ ^aid two of said at least three sides, 

ird attached to said actuating member 
and pivotally attAchfed to said deck via said hinge, and 

a flap which depends from said guard and is 
movable in relation to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a p] ane spaced from a plane of said guard. 



18, (Th\!rice Amended) A mower head comprising: 

a d^ck comprising: 

at least four sides, and 

three side walls, one depending from each 
of three of said at least four sides, wherein two of said 
three side walis are rigid; 

at leVst pne cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
axis\extending through said deck, said 
ed \abovX and generally parallel to said 



said deck on a 
deck being di 
blade; and 

a guard 
an 
a 



asser 



)1^ 



\actiuai 



-Y comprising: 

,ng member mounted on said deck, 
mounted to and extending at an 
angle in relation to two adjacent ones of said at 
least four sides of said deck, 

a guard attached to said actuating member 
and pivotally attached to said deck via said hinge, and 

a flap which depends from said guard and is 
movable in relation! to said guard, said flap being 
oriented in a plane \spaced apart from a plane of said 
guard. 



44. (Ikrife^ded) The mower guard of claim 1, wherein 
said angle^^ildLf otmed between about 12 o'clock and 2'oclock 
positions iq Jrelation to the front side of said deck. 




jiended) The mower guard of claim 9, wherein 
is 'formed between about 12 o'clock and 2 
ns in relation to the front side of said 



Please add new claims 48 and 49: 



48. \ (New) A mower head comprising: 

a ded^ having a longitudinal axis, at least three 
sides including a forward side and at least one side wall 
depending fr®m said deck; 

at leastXone cutting blade rotatably mounted to said 
deck on a rotational axis extending through said deck, 
said deck being\ disposed above and generally parallel to 
said blade; and 

a guard assei[t£Hy comprising: 



an actu 
a guard 
pivotally attached t 
at an obtuse angle r 
said at least three 



ng 



iched 



mber mounted on said deck, 

o said actuating member and 
deck via a hinge which extends 
relation to two adjacent ones of 
des of said deck, including said 
forward side, whereinV said guard is located on said 
forward side and an \adjacent side such that said 
longitudinal axis extends^ near a side edge of said guard, 
and 

a flap depending\ f rom said guard. 



49. (New) A mower ^|lead comprising: 

a deck having five ^pides, four of which are 
perpendicular in relation to Wach other and a fifth side 
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which is oriented at an obtuse angle in relation to its 
adjacent si^es; 

at le^^k^,.^^^ blade rotatably mounted to said 

deck onV^ r^Yational axis extending through said deck, 
said deck bel:mi disposed above and generally parallel to 
said blade; ai 

a guard itibvably attached to said deck fifth side via 
a hinge which Extends parallel to the deck fifth side. 
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